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Speed Wrench today… 
 
- January 1, 2014 
- Multiple ideas 
- Multiple plans 
- Seasoned vigor 
- 35 service trucks 
- 110 employees 
- Loyal customers 
- A  prayer: “Lord, keep us faithful in our endeavors.” 

 

“Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the Lord keep the city,  
the watchman waketh but in vain.” Psalm 127:1 

 
~ The Management 

Speed Wrench 25 years ago… 
 
January 1, 1989 
- An idea    
- A plan 
- Youthful vigor 
- 5 service trucks 
- 7 employees 
- Loyal customers 
- A prayer: “Help us Lord as we begin this endeavor.”  

- What more can we say except THANK YOU to all of our faithful customers; to those who have 
been with us from the beginning and those who have joined us along the way. May we continue 
to provide the service you have come to expect from Speed Wrench for the next 25 years! 



 

Grand Rapids Camper, Travel & RV Show 

After a few years of absence, Speed Wrench will again have a 
booth set up at the Camper, Travel and RV Show. It is located 
at the De Vos Place downtown Grand Rapids January 23-25. 

We appreciate the new 
customers we have served 
in the past year as well as 
our loyal repeat clients 
and hope to see you all at 
the show. You can find us located in the northwest corner of the 
show hall! Please stop by and say hello! 

“The Wrench” 

Light Duty Division 



Heavy Duty Division 

Body Shop Division 

“The Wrench” 

The collision division is excited to announce that it is expanding into more space at the Speed 
Wrench complex in the beginning of 2014! We are moving into the space vacated by the All Phase 
division, who moved into their new building this past November, just south of our current location. 

Over the past four years, we have worked in two truck bays borrowed from the truck divisions 
and now we are excited to get into our new shop equipped with several repair bays! As we roll out 
this new expansion, we look forward to serving all of our customer’s needs! We work with all insur-
ance companies, and we can do onsite estimating for your convenience. As always, we continue to 
work on school and shuttle buses, semi-tractors, all size box trucks, cars, pick-up trucks, vans, 
heavy equipment, cranes, motor homes and more! 

Before Pictures: After Pictures: 

Customer Testimonial:  
“Speed Wrench recently completed a major collision job on our F-550 service truck. I am extremely happy with 
the quality of the work. They are truly a one-stop solution for both collision and mechanical repairs. The paint, 
body and frame work along with the mechanical repairs involved in the job were done in a timely manner. 
Throughout the repair process I received updates and status reports of any additional work that was needed to 
complete the job. We plan on using Speed Wrench in the future as a trusted partner in keeping our fleet looking 
good!” - Republic Waste  

We have been getting increasingly busier in the heavy duty de-
partment with truck mounted specialty equipment. This in-
cludes: knuckle boom cranes mounted on a number of our cus-
tomer trucks, hi-rail systems and other specialty equipment. To 
better deal with the uniqueness of this work we have assigned 
Jerry Hampton and two service technicians to focus their atten-

tion on this equipment. In time, 
we hope to build this into a completely separate division. 

To help this transition run more smoothly, 
we have placed Chris Huntley and Ben Marvin in 
charge of all other heavy duty truck repair 
scheduling and managing. No need to wonder 
who to talk to though; our office assistants will 
direct you to the right people! 



“The Wrench” 
 

 

 

Featured Project is our most recent Loading Dock Equipment project with A.J. Veneklasen in West 
Michigan. 

This project entailed mechanical dock levelers, mechanical trailer restraints and dock seals. We 
filled this need with the Nordock Industrial Series Mechanical leveler with their 20 year front and rear 
hinge warranty, along with a 10 year structural deck warranties. To ensure full safety in loading and 
unloading their trailers, this customer also ordered 
the MTL 250 trailer restraints. These are mechani-
cally operated but with the added feature of auto-
matic communication lights. These are great for 
those budgeted projects that want to still ensure 
proper safety measures for automatic communica-
tion lights in their loading areas. 

Please call Speed-Tech Equipment for your next 
Loading Dock project. We can schedule our Dock 
Demo Trailer to come out, offering you hands-on 
equipment to review and see our latest features 
and benefits.   

Ed VanDenTop - Parts procurement support: Ed has been married for the 
past 25 years to his wife Chris. Together they have 4 children: Jill, Steve, Amy 
and Trent. Their oldest daughter Jill is married to Kevin and has 2 beautiful 
boys, making Ed a grandpa which he really loves! Ed and his family live on a 
125 acre farm in Coopersville where they milked dairy cows until 2001. Most 
of their land is now rented out, except a few acres in which they grow corn 
and raise 20 beef cows. In 2001, Ed started working in concrete and did so 
for 12 years until he decided that job was a young man’s game! He heard of a 
job opening at Speed-Tech, jumped at the opportunity and has been working 
with us for the past couple months!  
Willie Murtha - Technician: Willie joined our team in October of 2013. He 
brings with him many years of experience installing/servicing commercial 
overhead doors and dock equipment, among other things. Willie is an un-
apologetic Tony Stewart fan. He also enjoys tinkering in the basement (his 
“laboratory”) and hanging out with the gang doing “absolutely noth-
ing.”  Over the past few years he has developed an appreciation for the slow 
life. “Last year he sold all his hunting and fishing gear so he could buy a new 
recliner.”   
Todd Purgiel - Technician: Todd is originally from the Manistee area, work-
ing in the Cadillac area at local factories since 1993. He and his wife have 4 
children, 2 of which are 7 month old twins! Todd likes to spend his spare 
time with his family, riding dirt bikes and working on anything mechanical. 
Todd has joined up with Steve in our northern Michigan area working out of 
Cadillac. 
Dave Fortenberry - Technician: Dave was originally from south Mississippi, 
and was transplanted in Michigan after spending 9 ½ years in the United 
States Air Force. Dave spent 17 years here in the Fennville area working main-
tenance at Brooks Beverage Management and also working at Haworth in Hol-
land, MI. In 2008, with the economic downfall, He moved to Georgia and 
found employment working in the maintenance department of a carpet mill 
and a local hospital outside of Metro Atlanta. Dave is a proud husband of 28 
years, and a father to two beautiful daughters. In his spare time Dave enjoys 
hunting, fishing and spending time with family and friends. 

Recent Speed-Tech Projects: 

Speed-Tech Equipment 
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All Phase Hydraulics & Machine 

We recently finished up a very unique project for a customer. We were 
asked if we would refurbish a large, heavy duty truck ramp that was about 10’ 
wide x 30’ long. This ramp was recessed in the floor, pivoting on one end and 
was raised and lowered with a very large hydraulic cylinder. The purpose of 
this ramp was to raise and level off trucks that backed up to a loading dock. 
This particular site had a very steep decline away from the dock so trucks 
would back up onto this ramp. The ramp would raise up and level the trucks 
making it much safer to load and off-load trucks from the dock with a fork-
lift. We had a crane on site to help lift and load on a truck. We then transported 
it to our shop. We completely stripped the lift down to the structural frame-
work, sandblasted, refurbished and rebuilt ramp, primed and painted. We also 
rebuilt the hydraulic cylinders, delivered and reinstalled. In addition to this we 
supplied and installed a new dock lift! 



Directory: 
 
 Light Duty Division:                             Speed-Tech Equipment Division:  
 P. (616) 669-8777                           P. (616) 669-2142 
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 Corporate Fax:               Corporate Location: 
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                       Hudsonville, MI 49426 
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